
APUSH 
Dr. Derstine 

Summer Assignment 2022 
 

Welcome AP U.S. History! 
Hello!  This course places emphasis on critical and evaluative thinking skills, essay writing, 
interpretation of original documents, and historiography. Your summer assignments reflect the 
nature of the course.  In order to be fully prepared by the exam, you will need to devote a 
considerable amount of time to reading, homework, and studying. The course prepares students 
for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands equivalent to those made by 
introductory college courses. Subsequently, student directed work is a component of each unit. 
You are responsible for managing your time to keep up with the pace of the class.  
 
All students have the opportunity to purchase a copy of the book before leaving school for the 
summer from the current AP US students, please come to room 2 to obtain your books.  
 
Your assignments are detailed below.  Be sure to take effective notes while reading and prepare 
yourselves for in-depth discussion when you get back to school in September.   
 
Please do not panic!  I know that it looks like a lot of work (and it is!), but I guarantee that by 
next May you will be thankful that you got some of the work out of the way over the 
summer. You will also appreciate an introduction to the level of work expected of you.   We 
have a lot to cover next year!!!  Meanwhile, have a safe and relaxing summer and enjoy!!!  
 

Textbooks:  

John J. Newman and John Schmalbach:  AMSCO United States History: Preparing for the 
Advanced Placement Examination 2020 Edition  
 

Jason Stacy, Stephen Heller: Documenting United States History  
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Assignment #1: 
 
Watch Many Rivers to Cross: The Black Atlantic, 1500-1800 (PBS) 
https://youtu.be/rMJZCOxl7Jk  and complete the Documentary Review Sheet. 
 
 
 

Documentary Review Sheet 
 
Title 
What is the name of the Documentary?  

Place and Time 
Where does the Documentary take place?  When does the Documentary take place?  

Context and Background 
What is the setting to the Documentary?  What is happening before the Documentary 
begins?  What is the context of the film?  

The Argument/Main Ideas: 
 What is the documentary trying to convey?  What is the Thesis/Main Ideas?  

Evidence 
How does the filmmaker support their argument/ideas?  Please give at least three (3) specific 
examples supporting the Thesis/Main Ideas.  (3 points) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://youtu.be/rMJZCOxl7Jk
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Significance/Synthesis 
What is the historical significance of the event(s) depicted in the film? Where is this historical 
event(s) located in a larger context? (1 point) 
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Assignment #2:  Please read and annotate the following readings.  Once you have finished 
reading complete the document-based analysis (DBA) sheet for each reading: 
 
 
Article Readings:  

Mann, Charles C. “1491.” The Atlantic, March 2002.  
 
Levine, Philippa. “Settling the ‘New World.’” In The British Empire: Sunrise to Sunset, 31-42. 
Great Britain: Pearson Education Limited, 2007. 
 
Evans, Sara M. “The Women Who Came to North America, 1607-1770.” In Born for Liberty: A 
History of Women in America, 21-43. New York: Simon & Schuster Inc., 1997. 
 
 

DOCUMENT BASED ANALYSIS (DBA) 
APPARTS WORKSHEET 

Directions:  
Read the given document and complete the APPARTS Worksheet to analyze the significance of 
the source in order to better understand the context of the time period we are studying. You may 
bullet point your answers.   
 
Document/Source (Title): (1 point)  

 

Author:  
Who created the source?  What is the author’s point of view (POV - Historical)? (2 point) 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
  

Place and Time: 
Where and when was the source produced? (1 point) 
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Prior Knowledge/Historical Background: 
What do you know that would help you further understand the source? Describe the 
historical events surrounding this source. Be Specific. (2 points) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
  

Audience: 
For whom was the source created?   How might this affect the reliability of the source 
(Bias)? (2 points) 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 
  

Reason: 
Why was this source created at the time it was produced? How might this affect the meaning 
of the source? How might you locate the source in a wider historical context?  Be specific. 
(2 points) 
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The Main Idea/Argument: 
What argument is the source trying to convey?  What is the Thesis/Main Idea(s)?  How does 
the author support their argument/ideas? Please give at least two specific examples 
supporting the Thesis/Main Ideas.  (3 points) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
  

Significance: 
Why is this source important in its larger historical context? What inferences can you draw 
from this document? Ask yourself, “So what?” (2 points) 
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Assignment #3 

Textbook Readings: Please read the assigned chapters and complete a study guide (example 
below.)  

AMSCO AP United States History 

• Read Introduction chapter highlight/jot notes or questions in copybook             
o Come prepared with these questions the first day of class we will have a 

discussion.  
• Chapter 1: Read and take notes (in the format Dr. Derstine demonstrated) highlight/jot 

notes or questions in copybook.           
o Come prepared with these questions the first day of class we will have a 

discussion.  
 

Documenting United States History 

• Read Preface chapter and highlight/jot notes or questions in copybook     
o  Come prepared with these questions the first day of class we will have a 

discussion.  
 

STUDY GUIDE 
Identifications 
 
Treaty of Tordesillas, Conquistadors, Encomienda System, Columbian Exchange, Sir Walter 
Raleigh, Pueblo Revolt, Spanish Armada, Jamestown, House of Burgesses, Indentured Servitude, 
Joint-Stock Company, Stono Rebellion, Bacon’s Rebellion, Mayflower Compact, Plymouth 
Colony, Puritans, Glorious Revolution, Restoration Colonies, Mercantilism, Middle Passage, 
Salem Witch Trials, Walking Purchase, Great Awakening, Enlightenment 
 

STUDY GUIDE EXAMPLE 

 
Chapter 34: Franklin D. Roosevelt and the Shadow of War, 1933-1941 

 
Identifications (Make sure you number the ids & WHO< WHAT<WHEN<WHERE & WHY 
IMPORTANT, 3 to 5 sentences each, one space between each ID) 
 
Dawes Plan: The Dawes plan was the United State’s feeble attempt at maintaining a global 
economic security. The United States gave money to Germany who in turn leant it to England 
and France who gave it back to the United States. This kept the money circulating but also 
increased the amount of devastation that occurred to the German economy, eventually giving 
Hitler more power.  
 



 

K. Derstine 2022 
 

Historical Identifications 

The historical identification question is a frequently used testing device in high school and 
collegiate history courses. Students are asked to identify major terms, concepts, persons, places 
or events in a concise paragraph (3-7 sentences). Historical identifications reveal more than just 
factual retention; they are indicators of a student’s understanding of historical themes and 
significance. An identification must include five types of information: who, what, when, where 
and why (significance). The significance should be the last sentence of the ID paragraph.  
 
 

1. Who? Who is involved? Include key details about the person or people related to the ID 
term and relevant to the time period being studied. 

 
 

1. What? What happened? Include an accurate definition or summary of the ID term 
relevant to the time period. 

 
 

1. When? When did the event take place? When did the person take action or impact the 
time period being studied? Include specific dates.  

 
 

1. Where? Where did the event take place? Where did the person take action or impact the 
time period being studied? Include specific details.  

 
 

1. Why? (Significance) This is the most challenging part of writing a historical ID because 
it demands analytical thinking rather than mere memorization and regurgitation. Explain 
how this person, event or term fits into the big picture context of history by making 
connections to key ideas, events or themes. Reflect on how the ID term illustrates 
important historical concepts. Just stating what happened or what someone did is not 
necessarily what makes the ID term important – the consequences of the action are what 
make the action/event significant.  

 
 
 
 

If you have any questions, comments or concerns please email me directly at 
kderstine@gmahs.org 

 
 

mailto:kderstine@gmahs.org
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